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Editorial

Gov. Andrew Cuomo must seek compromise on redistricting

February 2, 2012
Just when it was starting to look as if the state Legislature could actually be consistently productive on behalf of New Yorkers, now this: The prospect of three primary elections in 2012 and a final redistricting plan drawn up by a federal court.

What a mess.

Instead of complaining, Gov. Andrew Cuomo needs to tap the skills he used last year to persuade lawmakers to support a series of major reforms. He won a property tax cap, a restructured tax code and legalization of gay marriage.

For starters, Cuomo should at least outline a suggested remedy to the possibility that there could be a presidential primary on April 24, a new June 26 court-ordered congressional primary and the previously scheduled Sept. 11 primary for state offices.

True, the matter is the purview of the Legislature. But given the failure of legislative leadership, Cuomo should step forward to offer a compromise. The governor can and must do better than simply pointing out the obvious as he did yesterday at the State Association of Counties conference near Albany, when he said holding three primaries was not in the interest of taxpayers and voters.

Besides seeking a compromise on a primary date, Cuomo also should be pushing lawmakers to find new ways to improve New York’s poor national ranking in voter turnout. Florida had more than 600,000 voters cast ballots before Tuesday’s primary. Voters in South Carolina went to the polls on a Saturday. New York needs to adopt those kinds of voter-friendly reforms.

Meantime, while it’s reassuring that Cuomo isn’t backing off his vow to veto a new plan for state legislative districts that lawmakers recently released, he could help the situation if he’d at least provide some specific guidelines. It shouldn’t be too late to form an independent panel that Cuomo and the Legislature can agree on.

On both redistricting and setting reasonable primary dates, Cuomo should play all of his hands.
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